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of human suffering which it would need the imagination of
a DANTE to realise ; to STEPHENSON, whose engineering
genius has done more than! that of any other man to

revolutionise the whole economical and industrial condition

of England ; to CHADWICK, the father of the great move-
ment of sanitary reform which has already saved more lives
than any, except perhaps the very greatest, conquerors have

destroyed ; to DARWIN, who has transformed our conceptions
of the universe and whose influence is felt to the farthest

frontiers of speculative thought. For their own sakes it is

not to be regretted that the claims of such men were not
thrown into humiliating competition with those of the acute
lawyers and politicians, the great country gentlemen and the

opulent brewers, who throng the approaches of the Upper
House; but if such a House is to continue, and in a demo-
cratic age is to retain its weight and influence in the State,
it is not likely that elements of this kind can for ever be

neglected." 
_____________

Annotations.

THE SECOND READING OF THE MIDWIVES BILL.

" Ne quid nimis!’

THOSE who deprecate haste in dealing with the various
Bills for saving the lives of puerperal women attended by
ignorant and incompetent women calling themselves mid-
wives may be reassured. Mr. Balfour has given pretty
plain notice that even Wednesdays are not to be free for the
discussion of Bills brought in by private Members. Even

apart from this circumstance, and although the subject
has been under the notice of Governments and of the

General Medical Council for twenty years, there is much to
be said for a year’s delay. Of three or four proposals
for dealing with this subject only one is before the House,
and the Bill in question ignores most of the suggestions
of the General Medical Council. Under these circum-

stances, while profoundly convinced of the need for some
protection to poor lying-in women, we cannot but think that
the Legislature will be well advised in waiting another year
till the other measures with the same object are before the
House and before the General Medical Council.

THE VACCINATED ANTI-VACCINATIONISTS OF
GLOUCESTER.

FOR their own sakes, as well as for the sake of the com- I
munity generally, we are glad to learn that many of the
anti-vaccinationists of Gloucester are getting themselves vac-
cinated ; but it is well to remember that were it not that
these people had already been vaccinated in infancy there
would probably be no anti-vaccinationists at all. The pro-
tection afforded by an original primary vaccination in in-

fancy, though diminishing with advancing years, still affords
some definite protection for a large majority of persons during
non-epidemic periods ; and hence it becomes very easy for

the vaccinated anti-vaccinationists to decry vaccination when
there is not much small-pox about and then to retire into
comparative quietude and even get vaccinated when an
epidemic phase of the disease sets in with intensity. At
the present moment Gloucester exhibits two groups of anti-
vaccinationists. One group-comprising people who are few
and far between-is represented by the guardian and town
councillor who recently stood up in a public meeting and
announced that he had been :,in error, that he had become
.. converted " by what he had seen, and that he had been

vaccinated in consequence. The other-and persons in this

group are in the majority-includes those who have been
vaccinated quietly and without any open confession of

"conversion," some even seeking vaccination in distant

places rather than make confession of their error. But
Gloucester also exhibits a hybrid between these two in the
person of the editor of the newspaper which has taken
the lead in anti-vaccination articles. This editor has
issued a public letter, which is extremely humorous, in
which he announces that he has been "influentially
urged" to get vaccinated, and hence he has sacrificed
his "personal convictions" in the hope of contributing
to "the public good." His vaccination is doubtless-
as it nearly always is with anti-vaccinationists-a revaccina-
tion, and his public announcement is held by him as
sufficient excuse for my seeming inconsistency." We
can assure him that he is in no way inconsistent in his
humour. Like others of his class he is frightened of small-
pox when it comes near him and he has submitted himself to
inoculation by I I the disease called by the name" vaccina-
tion, and now he can be pretty sure of retaining in redoubled
force a protection which he doubtless had partially before.
We have assumed that the editor is full of humour in his

public letter, for we cannot for one moment assail the
intellects of the people of Gloucester to whom his letter is
addressed by thinking that they can possibly take him
seriously. 

-

COVERING IN THE LEGAL PROFESSION.

. THE law is very severe against any solicitor who forms
an alliance with an unqualified person in the way of partner-
ship and for joint benefit. Such a case heard before the

Queen’s Bench Division will be found reported in the Times 
of Thursday, April 23rd last, headed " In re a Solicitor-
ex parte the Incorporated Law Society." The solicitor was

charged with a breach of the 32nd Section of the Solicitors
Act, 1843. The motion was to strike the solicitors name off
the rolls. Complaints were made by clients who employed
the respondent as solicitor that the person who conducted the
business was one Gillard. The respondent stated in defence
before the committee of the Incorporated Law Society that
the arrangement with Gillard was to pay him &pound;2 10s., and
that while he was kept at home by business Gillard had
managed the common law branch of his business for him.
Mr. Jelf, Q.C., in defending, also pleaded that even if there
was partnership it did not matter unless the business was 
carried on for the sole benefit of the unqualified person.
The committee which reported found no entry of the

payments described, that the relationship between the

respondent and Gillard was not that of principal and clerk
but of partners, and that the offence against Section 32 of
the Solicitors Act had been committed. Mr. Baron Pollock
said it was most important that the client should know who
was the responsible solicitor, and the Court made the order
moved for and the solicitor’s name was ordered to be struck

off the Rolls. ____

MEDICAL DIAGNOSIS.

IT does not very often happen that we are able to present
to our readers a communication by one whose medical
experience includes recollections of more than fifty years’
active work in the profession. It is therefore with pleasure
that we publish to-day the address given to the North
London Medical and Chirurgical Society by the retiring presi-
dent. Mr. Charles King is to be envied in that he possesses
not only the recollections of his first period of clerkship
under Dr. Addison more than fifty years ago, but also the
experience which he has been able to gain by taking recent
advantage of the still great opportunities afforded by his old
hospital as a school of medicine. We must admit, however,
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to having experienced a slight feeling of disappointment in
perusing Mr. King’s admirable address. An experience
which goes back to the time when all the apparatus required
by his clinical clerk to convince Dr. Bright or Dr. Addison
that a specimen of urine contained albumin was a " candle
and a spoon," and which is also able to put before an
audience the fact that a " Roentgen skiogram " is produced
as evidence of injury to the foot in a court of law under the
discriminating guidance of Mr. Justice Hawkins, must be of
the most interesting character ; and an account of that

experience, when its possessor has the facility for entertain-
ing description and narrative of the retiring President of the
North London Society, would prove most instructive. The

recent advance in’’ shadow photography " is not that, however,
on which Mr. King laid the greatest stress when contrasting
the days of his studentship and the present time from the
point of view of accuracy in diagnosis. The diagnostic
instrument which he makes most prominent among the rest
is no doubt the microscope. Whether this instrument is

considered as an aid to the surgical diagnosis of tumours, or
from the point of view of the examination of obscure
affections of the genito-urinary tract, or as a necessary
adjunct to the numerous bacteriological examinations which
are becoming more frequently practised every day, or as
indispensable in a multitude of other diagnostic investiga-
tions, it is the microscope and clinical microscopy which have
done most to make advance possible ; and in this opinion all
will agree with Mr. King. _

CROSSED KNEE-JERK.

IN the Ameriean Journal of the Medical Sciences for March
Dr. Risien Russell has an interesting paper on this subject.
Some time ago Dr. Hinsdale and Dr. Madison Taylor offered
an explanation of the occurrence of this phenomenon as a
result of a centripetal impulse producing activity of one

cortical motor area which in turn stimulates the correspond-
ing portion of the other hemisphere and produces a con-
traction of the adductors of the thigh opposite to the
one originally struck. Dr. Russell carried out certain

experiments with the view of testing this hypothesis,
using dogs and rabbits for the purpose. In the first

set he divided the corpus callosum, but even after this
procedure, when an active state of the knee-jerks was
induced by a certain degree of asphyxia, it became possible
to elicit beyond all question the crossed knee-jerk.
Further, in order to test whether the cerebrum was

concerned at all in the production of the crossed knee-
jerk the spinal cord was completely divided transversely
in the dorsal region. In the course of a week well-

marked exaggeration of the knee-jerks ensued, and it was
also possible to evoke, not only a crossed knee-jerk, but a
greatly exaggerated cross-jerk. Another effect was some-
times observed-viz., that a blow on the distal end of the
femur or proximal end of the tibia was followed by
contraction of the opposite adductors of the thigh and
extensors of the knee, while there was no response in the
extensors of the side on which the blow was delivered. This

phenomenon is not explained; the fact is merely recorded.
Dr. Russell next traverses Dr. Hinsdale and Dr. Taylor’s views
of the nature of what has somewhat unfortunately been !,
named reinforcement. These writers regard this pheno-
menon as resulting from irradiation of motor impulse from
the active centres to other similar centres, so that they and
their related muscles acquire a heightened responsiveness to
external stimuli. Dr. Russell points out, however, that any
voluntary motor impulse directed to the muscles on whose
contraction the knee-jerk depends diminishes the possibility
of eliciting the phenomenon. And he mentions that in using
the Jendrassik method the extensors of’ the knee are some-
times brought into action, and this, instead of increasing the

knee-jerk, renders it difficult or impossible to obtain. Dr.

Russell believes with others that the spinal centres are

normally under a certain degree of restraint by cerebral
centres, and that what is called reinforcement is really
removal in some degree of this inhibition, a removal
which may be effected by diverting the patient’s attention
to some other act. Removal also of one hemisphere in
an animal causes increased activity of the opposite knee-
jerk. Further, the return of the knee-jerk in Kramer’s
case ’of progressive paresis, which was quoted by Dr.
Hinsdale and Dr. Taylor in support of their views, Dr.
Russell accounts for by supposing the inhibition lessened
as a result of progressive cerebral degeneration, so that
there comes a time when the spinal centres are so far
freed from inhibition that the few remaining fibres in the
posterior columns are sufficient for the purpose of carrying a
stimulus which was formerly ineffective because of the

inhibition from above, and as illustrating the same point he
quotes a case published by Dr. Hughlings Jackson and
Dr. James Taylor of a man suffering from tabes in whom
the knee-jerks returned after an attack of hemiplegia.

THE SALE OF DISEASED MEAT.

A CONVICTION was successfully obtained last week against
a dealer for selling meat which was wholly unfit for human
food. In many cases of this kind there are various

technicalities which often cause some difficulties in getting
a conviction, but in this case the whole affair seems to
have been so barefaced that there was, as Mr. Alderman

Samuel remarked, practically no defence. The farmer to

whom the cow had belonged stated that as th animal was
unable to stand he sent for the defendant to take it away,

receiving nothing for it as it was quite useless to him. The

defence was that the meat appeared quite healthy when it
was dressed, but Dr. Sedgwick Saunders thought its diseased
condition must have been quite apparent, as when he
examined it he found it saturated with tubercles, soft and
unhealthy, so that its consumption would have been
attended with immediate danger to life. Previous con-

victions having been proved against the accused he was
sent to prison for three months without the option of a fine.

THE CEMETERY AND THE WATER-SUPPLY.

PETRIFYING springs, the waters of which are so highly
charged with lime salts or silicates as to infiltrate and
encrust objects suspended therein for some time, are

known in most countries, but their relation to the question
of earth burial has, we believe, never presented itself until
this year. We learn, however, from a German paper that
excavations made with the view of ascertaining whether a
portion of the churchyard at Lobau laid out in 1870 was
ready for renewed interments revealed the fact that the
coffins were intact and completely petrified. On being
broken open they were found to be full of water and

.the corpses were sodden but hardened, though they had
undergone a certain amount of putrefaction, pungent
gases escaping as the coffins were opened. The surface
soil was a heavy, impervious clay, beneath which was a
water-bearing zone in which the bodies lay, In this
instance the water affected them, but had it been of an

ordinary character they might have dangerously affected

it, the exclusion of air and the absence from the
"dead" clay of the bacteria of nitrification having pre-
vented any decomposition in the strict sense as distinguished
from putrefaction. Thus, when part of the churchyard of
St. Andrew’s, Holborn, was excavated for the construc-
tion of the viaduct the bodies were found "sandwiched,"
to use the apt expression of Dr. S. Gibbon, the medical
officer of health, between the boards of the coffins.


